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Our Legacy
The vision cast in 1905 was such a principled, uncompromising vision that it has withstood the test of time, 

adversity, regulations, and even yes, manipulation.  The members of the Booklover’s Club organized the Phyllis 

Wheatley YWCA on May 5, 1905 with the established goal of providing housing and guidance to the hundreds of 

“Colored” women and girls flocking to the city seeking employment. As we have now spanned more than a cen-

tury carrying out the vision, we have demonstrated the importance of believing in the impossible, committing 

to the unthinkable and executing the objectionable. We now provide 84 beautifully renovated units to our city’s 

most vulnerable population of single women, staying true to our mission and continuously building our legacy.



Our Story
Under the leadership of the President of the Board, Patricia L. Plummer, in concert with the Executive Director, 
Paulette C. Holloway and the outstanding Board of the Directors, the 2016 calendar year has witnessed para-
mount growth and innovation. The Program year began with the reengagement of our partnership with Seaton 
Elementary School and the tenant driven Booklover’s Club. But of course, we cannot stop there because then an 
amazing grant opportunity funded in June 2016 would not be captured. We had the privileged of undertaking 
an oral history project that we entitled “Meet Me At The Y”, which was funded by the DC Community Heritage 
Grant administered through Humanities DC and the Office of Historic Preservation. 

It was a compilation of 12 narrators sharing personal testimonies of the impact that the PWYWCA has had on 
their individual lives and the community at large over these 112 years. That project was completed in November 
2016 and spotlighted later that month. We would further be remiss if we failed to mention our Annual Fall Prayer 
Breakfast held in October 2016. In April 2017 numerous partners supported our Afternoon of Smooth Jazz fund 
raiser held at the Blackburn Center on the Howard University campus, where we enjoyed fine dining, smooth 
jazz, a silent and live auction and great fellowship. Our Mid-Summer Soiree, held in July at the 19th Street Bap-
tist Church was a Diamond Jubilee celebrating 75 years of the soiree, with this being our inaugural year for an 
annual scholarship fund. We were able to encourage 6 DC Public Schools’ students with a minimum of $1000 
scholarships.



Our Partners
 
Our community partners supported our vision in some major ways during the year. All Nations Baptist Church 
provided Thanksgiving Day dinner on Thanksgiving Day to include transportation and a delicious meal. Vermont 
Avenue Baptist Church consistently supported the tenants with personal hygiene resources, special church events 
and clothing. New Bethel Baptist Church provided Thanksgiving baskets, ongoing social and recreational events 
and opportunities for discussions on women’s issues. Springfield Baptist Church hosted a full day of spiritual food, 
physical food, medical screening, a fashion show and a boutique for free shopping. Amalgamated Bank covered 
the financial education component with a June 2017 workshop. Our partners demonstrate their support of our 
efforts in many forms to include in-kind gifts as well as monetary resources. To name a few not previously men-
tioned, we give many thanks to Compass Coffee, Convention Floral, Dantes Partners, Eatwell DC, Forest City, 
Global Transcendence, L A Howard Construction, Lee’s Florist, LISC, Marriott Marquis Washington DC, Martin’s 
HVAC & Plumbing, Miner Feinstein, Paris Alexander Day Spa, SBGG Corp, Seyfarth, Traci Lynn Jewelry, U Street 
Parking, Umbrella Therapeutic Services, and VerSam Photography. 

Our Ribbon Cutting
Deserving of its own special recognition is the acknowledgment of our Ribbon Cutting and Open House cele-
brating the completion of our multi-million-dollar renovation to our historic landmark, erected in 1920. Our wall 
breaking took place in November 2015 with our illustrious Mayor Bowser doing the honors, so it was only fitting 
that Mayor Bowser return to celebrate with us, making the ribbon cutting event a day to remember. Many fellow 
District of Columbia dignitaries, political leaders and well-wishers contributed to the culmination of a tedious but 
worthy undertaking. On June 23, 2107 we proudly presented a beautifully designed and decorated facility, with our 
tenants as an integral part of the celebration; our reminder of why we do what we do. It was a day of celebration, 
reflection and anticipation of greater achievements. 



Our Finances

Our finances are diligently scrutinized and managed by our capable financial 
secretary and our treasurer, with oversight from our certified public account. 
We responsibly include this overview of our financial picture. 

Total Income for 2016 was $2,114,819 and Expenses were $148,343 
which resulted in Net Income of $1,966,476

1050-Industrial Bank
the reconciled balance as of December 31, 2016 was $70,872.75.

1060-Director’s Account (PNC)
the reconciled balance as of December 31, 2016 -$115,045.75

1070-Industrial Bank Renovation
the reconciled balance as of December 31, 2016 - $909.55. 

1100-Accounts Receivable
as of December 31, 2016 the Accounts Receivable balance

$4,500 which represents 1 month outstanding for the land lease with Mazique.

Phyllis Wheatley Redevelopment LLC (PWRLLC)
During 2016, PWY Inc. received a grant from D.C. Department of Housing and 
Community Development (DHCD) in the amount of $1,969,000. This grant money 
was loaned to PWRLLC in 2016 to be used as part of the building rehabilitation costs 
and is noted as “Sponsor Note Receivable” on PWY Inc.’s

2016 Balance Sheet (also referred to as the Sponsor Promissory Note). 
The maturity date for this Sponsor Promissory Note is September 30, 2055 and the 
repayment provision is stated in the PWRLLC’s Amended and Restated Operating 
Agreement. Also, please note, additional information is still being reviewed



Our Board
Since its inception in 1905, Phyllis Wheatley YWCA, Inc. has been led by dedicated and committed women 
who comprised its Board of Directors.  Today, Phyllis Wheatley YWCA continues to be led by a creative and 
dynamic group of highly dedicated women who volunteer their time and work tirelessly to fulfill our mission 
of providing affordable housing to women.  

Phyllis Wheatley YWCA has been a part of Washington, D.C.’s historic Shaw neighborhood since 1920 and 
over the years, the Board has worked to ensure Phyllis Wheatley as a safe and secure residence for our ten-
ants.  Additionally, Board members have worked to be a good neighbor in Shaw community, specifically 
through our partnership with Seaton Elementary School.

The business of Phyllis Wheatley YWCA is a multi-faceted endeavor that the Board takes very seriously.  Our 
work includes planning, coordinating and sponsoring fundraising events; working on one of three Board 
committees – Program, Membership or Residence; promoting Phyllis Wheatley YWCA through our com-
munity outreach activities; and managing Phyllis Wheatley Residential LLC.  

The Board of Directors is committed to Phyllis Wheatley YWCA as an organization, to our tenants and to 
our legacy as a pillar in the Shaw community.  
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